KFETRLF— ZF A Vol.32, No.3 (2007)

NAFZB ) — )L < BHIEER

JIui 5k
BB AR IR AL A FE BRI 5
105 HEX P4 HE1-3-12

T he situation around bioethanol

Hideo KAWABATA
Nippon Oil Corporation
3-12, Nishi Shimbashi, 1-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8412

As the countermeasures against global warming and energy security, numerous actions for

introducing biofuels are being taken in various countries in the world. Among biofuels,

bioethanol as a gasoline substitution is now attracting lots of attentions, and has been

already introduced on a large scale in U.S.A. and Brazil. However, problems like a linkage of

the price of farm products such as corn and sugar with oil prices have become apparent.

Ethanol production technology from cellulose is drawing attentions as a method which do not

compete with food, and it is expected to be the key for future resource acquisition and stable

energy supply.
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